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‘PATH TO ...
Jeanette Krebs CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY

... citizenship’ I bid adieu
to profession
that I love
From covering the Klan to 9/11, newspaper
career has provided many memories.

BY JEANETTE KREBS

J
ournalism is much more a calling than it
is a job. You get drawn in — or maybe
sucked in is a better way to put it.

If you aren’t careful, you start thinking
the kind of lifestyle it provides is normal.

Unpredictable hours, deadlines every day
and juggling 10 balls in the air all at the same
time. Oh yeah, and
the pressure to make
sure you get things
right.

Truth be told, it has
been great. But this is
my last column.

As with many love
affairs, this one is
coming to an end. I
am leaving The Pat-
riot-News, returning
to a position in public
relations and advoca-
cy with the Harrisburg-based firm Bravo
Group.

Because I have had the rare good fortune
of being able to slip between these two
worlds, I know there are great and rewarding
challenges ahead of me as well. No lack of
balls in the air and just a different type of
adrenaline rush.

My history at this newspaper is long.
I was a reporter here on what I jokingly

call my first tour of duty, spending much of
that time covering the statehouse. I left for a
time and came back in 2009 as opinions edit-
or when the late Dale Davenport retired.

When I thought about writing this column,
the nostalgia and memories of my years as a
journalist rushed forward. The job has given
me so many experiences and ways to meet
readers, so many opportunities to get a front
row seat to history in our community and
state. I have interacted with four governors,
covered the last execution at Rockview and,
in the days of bigger newspaper budgets,
traveled to Mexico and Israel for stories.

Closer to home, there were the months I
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BY MATTHEW I. HIRSCH

ince the election, renewed attention has been focused on the issue of
immigration reform and, like boxers circling in the ring, opposing sides
seem to be inching toward some kind of compromise.

The Republican leadership recognizes that shifting demographics helped
President Obama win re-election, and it does not want to be the party of “No” on
immigration.
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Both parties also understand that Congress is
seen by the public as a pit of petty partisanship,
and they view immigration as an issue that has
the potential for a bipartisan bill they all can
claim as their own.

These are good reasons for compromise on im-
migration, but there are at least five other good
reasons for supporting immigration reform,
which includes legalization of the undocumented.

• The current system contributes to illegal
immigration. Most Americans don’t realize that
it takes years for a person with a green card to
bring their spouse to the U.S. As a result, some
separated spouses obviate the law by entering

the U.S. illegally or by overstaying.
Similarly, it takes years for a U.S. employer

sponsoring a foreign professional to bring that
person in “the right way.” Instead, faced with the
pressing demands of ripening fruit, unkempt ho-
tels or uncut grass, employers hire the undocu-
mented. Reform is needed to align supply with
demand in the family- and employment-based
categories.

• Legalizing the undocumented will help
to reduce the deficit. Everyone complains that
the undocumented don’t pay taxes. In fact, the
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Jeanette Krebs appears with Penn State
President Rodney Erickson during a Pat-
riot-News Editorial Board meeting.

For GOP, election effort was too little, too late Forget the hype:
Tax cuts are not
job creators

If Republicans want to win the White House,
they might have to work a little harder.

BY DWIGHT D. WEIDMAN

R
epublicans have
had a month now
to deliberate on
and cogitate

about the electoral dis-
aster that took place on
Nov. 6.

Second-guessing and
20-20 hindsight have
been the order of the
day, and political ex-
perts of no less stature
than Karl Rove, Michael
Barone and Dick Morris
have been left red-faced
over their pre-election
predictions.

Attempts to explain
what happened to the
GOP have been legion;

we Republicans failed to connect with
Hispanics or with women or with students
or we weren’t aggressive enough on Beng-
hazi or perhaps we weren’t specific

enough on our plans for, well, name your
issue.

There might be truth to all of the above,
but none of these or any combination of
these really explain what happened on
Election Day.

We’ve all heard the old axiom that for
every difficult problem there is a solution
that is simple and wrong, but in this case
the simple answer to our problem is the
correct one, and it is that Republicans
were just plain outworked by Democrats.

Now, I know this goes against the party
line; that we knocked on a gazillion more
doors and made a gazillion more phone
calls than we did in 2008, and this was
supposed to give us victory.

It didn’t.
If Obama’s margin of victory was a little

less than it was in 2008, it was because of
a bit less enthusiasm for a candidate that
was no longer fresh and new, and it wasn’t
because of any great wave of enthusiasm
for the GOP.

Oh, yes, make no mistake, the GOP base
was excited and wanted to expel Obama
from the White House.

But its enthusiasm was too little and
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BY CYNTHIA BARBER GALE

M
y husband and I
have owned a
branding and
graphic design

business since 1993. Some
politicians call us “job
creators.”

They say that unless
we extend the Bush tax
cuts for the richest 2 per-
cent of Americans, small
businesses such as ours
will be hurt.

Don’t believe it.
I’ve always had a prob-

lem with the term “job
creator.” It makes it
sound as if business peo-
ple wake up in the morning and say, “I think
I will go and create jobs today.” Job creation
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