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‘PATH TO ...
Jeanette Krebs CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY

... citizenship’ I bid adieu
to profession
that I love
From covering the Klan to 9/11, newspaper
career has provided many memories.

BY JEANETTE KREBS

J ournalism is much more a calling than itis a job. You get drawn in — or maybe
sucked in is a better way to put it.
If you aren’t careful, you start thinking

the kind of lifestyle it provides is normal.
Unpredictable hours, deadlines every day
and juggling 10 balls in the air all at the same
time. Oh yeah, and
the pressure to make
sure you get things
right.
Truth be told, it has
been great. But this is
my last column.
As with many love
affairs, this one is
coming to an end. I
am leaving The Pat-
riot-News, returning
to a position in public
relations and advoca-
cy with the Harrisburg-based firm Bravo
Group.
Because I have had the rare good fortune
of being able to slip between these two
worlds, I know there are great and rewarding
challenges ahead of me as well. No lack of
balls in the air and just a different type of
adrenaline rush.
My history at this newspaper is long.
I was a reporter here on what I jokingly
call my first tour of duty, spending much of
that time covering the statehouse. I left for a
time and came back in 2009 as opinions edit-
or when the late Dale Davenport retired.
When I thought about writing this column,
the nostalgia and memories of my years as a
journalist rushed forward. The job has given
me so many experiences and ways to meet
readers, so many opportunities to get a front
row seat to history in our community and
state. I have interacted with four governors,
covered the last execution at Rockview and,
in the days of bigger newspaper budgets,
traveled to Mexico and Israel for stories.
Closer to home, there were the months I
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BYMATTHEW I. HIRSCH

ince the election, renewed attention has been focused on the issue of
immigration reform and, like boxers circling in the ring, opposing sides
seem to be inching toward some kind of compromise.
The Republican leadership recognizes that shifting demographics helped

President Obama win re-election, and it does not want to be the party of “No” on
immigration.
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Both parties also understand that Congress is
seen by the public as a pit of petty partisanship,
and they view immigration as an issue that has
the potential for a bipartisan bill they all can
claim as their own.
These are good reasons for compromise on im-
migration, but there are at least five other good
reasons for supporting immigration reform,
which includes legalization of the undocumented.
•The current system contributes to illegal
immigration.Most Americans don’t realize that
it takes years for a person with a green card to
bring their spouse to the U.S. As a result, some
separated spouses obviate the law by entering

the U.S. illegally or by overstaying.
Similarly, it takes years for a U.S. employer

sponsoring a foreign professional to bring that
person in “the right way.” Instead, faced with the
pressing demands of ripening fruit, unkempt ho-
tels or uncut grass, employers hire the undocu-
mented. Reform is needed to align supply with
demand in the family- and employment-based
categories.
• Legalizing the undocumented will help

to reduce the deficit. Everyone complains that
the undocumented don’t pay taxes. In fact, the
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CHRIS KNIGHT, The Patriot-News, 2011
Jeanette Krebs appears with Penn State
President Rodney Erickson during a Pat-
riot-News Editorial Board meeting.

For GOP, election effort was too little, too late Forget the hype:
Tax cuts are not
job creators

If Republicans want to win the White House,
they might have to work a little harder.

BY DWIGHT D. WEIDMAN

R epublicans have
had a month now
to deliberate on
and cogitate

about the electoral dis-
aster that took place on
Nov. 6.
Second-guessing and
20-20 hindsight have
been the order of the
day, and political ex-
perts of no less stature
than Karl Rove, Michael
Barone and Dick Morris
have been left red-faced
over their pre-election
predictions.
Attempts to explain
what happened to the
GOP have been legion;

we Republicans failed to connect with
Hispanics or with women or with students
or we weren’t aggressive enough on Beng-
hazi or perhaps we weren’t specific

enough on our plans for, well, name your
issue.
There might be truth to all of the above,

but none of these or any combination of
these really explain what happened on
Election Day.
We’ve all heard the old axiom that for

every difficult problem there is a solution
that is simple and wrong, but in this case
the simple answer to our problem is the
correct one, and it is that Republicans
were just plain outworked by Democrats.
Now, I know this goes against the party

line; that we knocked on a gazillion more
doors and made a gazillion more phone
calls than we did in 2008, and this was
supposed to give us victory.
It didn’t.
If Obama’s margin of victory was a little

less than it was in 2008, it was because of
a bit less enthusiasm for a candidate that
was no longer fresh and new, and it wasn’t
because of any great wave of enthusiasm
for the GOP.
Oh, yes, make no mistake, the GOP base

was excited and wanted to expel Obama
from the White House.
But its enthusiasm was too little and
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BY CYNTHIA BARBER GALE

M y husband and I
have owned a
branding and
graphic design

business since 1993. Some
politicians call us “job
creators.”
They say that unless
we extend the Bush tax
cuts for the richest 2 per-
cent of Americans, small
businesses such as ours
will be hurt.
Don’t believe it.
I’ve always had a prob-
lem with the term “job
creator.” It makes it
sound as if business peo-
ple wake up in the morning and say, “I think
I will go and create jobs today.” Job creation
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CLIFF OWEN, The Associated Press
Members of immigration rights organizations demonstrate in front of the White House in November, calling on
President Barack Obama to fulfill his promise and pass immigration reform.

JEFF JANKOWSKI, The Associated Press
Demand is the key to job creation, according to one
small-business owner.ILLEGAL
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undocumented contribute to gov-
ernment revenues in many ways
through sales tax, gas tax and “sin”
taxes and through rents used to pay
real estate taxes. And they common-
ly have Social Security and Medi-
caid withheld, often under mis-
matched Social Security numbers.
They put in to that system, but don’t
take out — to the tune of $7 billion
per year.
Allowing the undocumented into
the system would yield substantial
increases to federal, state and local
coffers in income taxes and FICA
contributions.
• Immigrants help revitalize
cities. Immigrants, whether legal or
undocumented, bring new life to old
cities. Neighborhoods that have seen
better days are seeing new life, as
waves of 21st-century immigrants
replace prior generations. These
new immigrants are often thrifty and
hardworking and move quickly from
renting to homeownership. Soon,
these neighborhoods see the open-
ing of small shops, groceries and res-
taurants, catering to the tastes of the
community. While the sights, sounds
and spices of these changing neigh-
borhoods might roil some of the

earlier settlers, without these new
groups, many city neighborhoods
would be left lifeless and impover-
ished.
• Immigration restriction has

high social costs for “blended”
families. There are an estimated 12
million undocumented in this coun-
try. Many of them have U.S. citizen
spouses and children. Deporting
them or creating conditions that
make their existence untenable hurts
those citizen family members and
drives them toward dependency.
With a wage earner in the house-
hold, these families have a better
chance at economic stability and up-
ward mobility.
• Economics favor legalizing

the undocumented.No one thinks
it is possible to deport the undocu-
mented. Estimated costs of removal
of the undocumented exceed $200
billion. No one in Washington
thinks that is a good idea. As for
self-deportation, i.e. increasing pres-
sure through restriction, this is self-
defeating. Just ask the people of
Hazleton or other cities that decided
to drive out the illegals with tough
laws.
In short, the vast majority of the
undocumented are here to stay.
While no one would argue that the
undocumented do not impose costs
in such areas as law enforcement,
medical care and education, on bal-

ance, the economic impact would be
substantial and favorable, by some
estimates adding $1.5 trillion to GDP
over the next decade.
These are just some of the reasons
to get behind comprehensive immi-
gration reform, including a “path to
citizenship.”
Yes, we want to secure the border
against threats, and we want to
promote respect for the law. But we
also want to create an immigration
system that helps America be
stronger, more vital and more com-
petitive.
At the top end, we want to attract
and retain the “best and brightest”
and not erect barriers that discour-
age them from staying in America.
We need immigration laws that rec-
ognize the demands of our economy
in such areas as hospitality, health
care and agriculture. We also need
immigration laws that unite families
and which do not force eligible im-
migrants to wait a decade or longer
to come legally to America.
For some Americans, immigration
feels like a threat — to culture, to
jobs, to ways of life. This is not an
unusual sentiment or a new one. Ul-
timately, it will be up to our law-
makers — in both parties — to look
beyond the politics of fear and to
summon the courage to enact re-
form that is in America’s national in-
terest.
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doesn’t work this way, in a
vacuum.
Business owners such as
me create more jobs when
we need more employees to
meet the demand for goods
and services our businesses
provide. And we deduct em-
ployee costs from our tax-
able income. So demand is
the key to job creation — not
tax cuts.
But “job creator” is an ef-
fective smoke screen for the
effort to justify more tax cuts
for the wealthy. If the Bush
tax cuts were extended past
their Dec. 31 expiration date
for taxable household in-
come below $250,000, but
not for income above it, the
vast majority of small-busi-
ness owners wouldn’t be af-
fected.
Just 3 percent of taxpayers
with business income have
income above $250,000, and
that 3 percent includes hedge
fund managers, corporate
lobbyists and big business
CEOs earning extra income
from sitting on the boards of
other big businesses.
Tax cuts for small-busi-
ness “job creators” has a
much nicer ring to it than tax
cuts for hedge fund manag-
ers.
A recent study of tax rates
and economic growth since
1945 by the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Research Service
said, “Tax rates affecting tax-
payers at the top of the in-
come distribution are cur-
rently at their lowest levels
since the end of the second
World War.”
The Congressional Re-
search Service found no evi-
dence that cutting taxes in-
creased economic growth.
The report did find that
“the top tax rate reductions
appear to be associated with
the increasing concentration
of income at the top of the
income distribution.”
No one should be alarmed
at resetting top tax rates on
income more than $250,000
to their 1990s levels. After all,
the Clinton era ended with
the creation of 23 million
jobs and a budget surplus.
It was the tax-cutting Bush
era that ended in economic
disaster. Our business has
weathered the last four years
since the economic melt-
down and stayed true to our

focus — helping clients in
manufacturing, green build-
ing, information technology
and other professional serv-
ices who are building sus-
tainable businesses as well as
nonprofit clients.
We’ve made hard trade-

offs — continuing full em-
ployee health coverage but
not providing raises our em-
ployees need to keep up with
the rising cost of living.
This is a direct impact of

our clients pulling in the
reins on their spending as
consumer demand remains
low and governments cut
budgets for infrastructure
and social services, for exam-
ple.
It makes no sense to give

more tax breaks to the
wealthy, which are paid for
in part by laying off teachers,
first responders, food safety
inspectors and other public
service workers.
It makes no sense to give

more tax cuts to the wealthy
instead of contracts to con-
struction firms and manufac-
turers to transform our fail-
ing infrastructure built in the
19th and 20th centuries into
efficient, safe, modern infra-
structure fit for a
21st-century economy.
Rather than giving another

$1 trillion over the next dec-
ade in tax cuts for the richest
2 percent of Americans, let’s
instead invest in making our
businesses and communities
stronger.
Let’s do what past

generations did and fix our
roads, bridges, railways,
ports and mass transit sys-
tems.
Let’s invest in education

and research and develop-
ment to create jobs that pro-
vide living wages and good
benefits, in healthy, innova-
tive workplaces.
Rather than rewarding

Wall Street speculators who
wrecked our economy with
more tax cuts, let’s make sure
that real small businesses
have the government-backed
credit and assistance they
need to not only sustain their
businesses, but make them
smarter and better.
Without these sorts of in-

vestments, and the innova-
tions, jobs and customer de-
mand they create, we will
certainly see small business-
es — the real job creators —
feel even more of a squeeze
and many more will fail.
Now that’s something our

nation really can’t afford.
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spent following around the Ku Klux
Klan when the group was much more
prominent here to give our readers a
picture of its membership.
I recall the conversations with lead-
ers who wanted me to call them by
their titles, Grand Dragon and Exalted
Cyclops. The jarring discovery I
wrote about was that an increasing
number of the racist ranks was com-
posed of women.
I recall being on hand for a big an-
niversary of the Battle of Gettysburg
when organizers, who were filming it,
grew frustrated that few of the record
number of re-enactors in the battle
would lie down and die. They didn’t
want to be left out of the fighting.
There was an inspiring Harrisburg
High graduation when a young moth-
er of three walked across the stage
with her diploma, having dropped out
then fought the district to come back
and attend classes until she turned 21.
As a fairly new statehouse reporter,
there were the weeks spent in Pitts-
burgh when Gov. Bob Casey under-
went a life-saving, double-organ
transplant.
I witnessed the impeachment trial
of a state Supreme Court justice and
incredible political machinations in
the House and Senate, including a
senator practically on his deathbed
being wheeled into the Capitol so his
party would win an important vote.
And I spent nearly 24 hours on
Sept. 11, 2001, with the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Agency and
will never forget the silence in the

press briefing area when Gov. Tom
Ridge emotionally described what he
had seen flying over Shanksville just
hours after Flight 93 crashed there.
It has been a great two decades
with this newspaper, the apex of
which has been holding the position
of opinions editor. It is incredible to
have a job where you get to opine all
day.
Our board got to sit down with
governors, governor candidates, may-
ors, university presidents, district at-
torneys, survivors of abuse, union
leaders, conservative think tank em-
ployees and hospital CEOs, among
others.
There have been a host of impor-
tant issues to write about, not the
least of which was the Penn State
child sex abuse scandal, when the ed-
itorial board decided to run an edito-
rial calling for the firing of the univer-
sity president and retirement of Joe
Paterno, and the publisher and I made
the final call to run the editorial on
the front page.
I like to think we brought about
positive change with our pages, or at
the very least made people think a
little differently about something im-
portant.
I also got to talk regularly with
many letter and op-ed writers. We
not only shared our thoughts on is-
sues but struck up friendships.
During my time here, I am proud to
say we increased the number of let-
ters to the editor that ran in the news-
paper, created graphic editorials
called “Between the Lines” and held
“The Big Story” forums in the com-
munity on important issues. We also
became a pioneer among newspapers
by tweeting news from editorial

board meetings and asking reader
questions that were tweeted back to
us.
My takeaway from all this is that
good, quality local journalism hasn’t
changed much in the time I have
worked for a newspaper. The tools
are different, but the basics are the
same. And that won’t change with
this next phase for the Patriot-News/
PennLive. I will enjoy watching this
new era that starts in a few weeks
from the sidelines and I still will en-
gage, just from a different vantage
point.
So that’s it. Except, with some in-
dulgence, for a few shout-outs on my
way to the exit. There is my former
statehouse colleague and good friend
Peter Shelly, who, along with my hus-
band, Barry Fox, showed me how
much fun being a reporter could be
and the beauty of not taking yourself
too seriously.
George Hammond, my copy editor,
has pulled my feet out of the fire too
many times to recount here. I
couldn’t have asked for a better com-
panion over the last four years than
Heather Long, the deputy opinions
editor, who has certainly made me a
smarter person.
And my boss, publisher John Kirk-
patrick, gave me this opportunity de-
spite all the negative hype that some-
one who leaves journalism for PR
irretrievably goes to the dark side.
And most of all, I’d like to thank
you, the readers, and all the people of
this great community.
It has been an honor to serve you.

Jeanette Krebs is the editorial page editor,
255-8111 or jkrebs@pnco.com
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even more significantly, much, much
too late.
Being a Republican County chair-
man in a 2 to 1 Republican County, I
saw it firsthand. In the spring, we
braced ourselves for an onslaught of
excited volunteers and would-be vot-
ers, and — nothing.
Even a visit by the presumptive
nominee, Mitt Romney, to our Lin-
coln Day Dinner in April did little to
motivate our committee and volun-
teers. Oh, it was a fantastic event with
a full house of excited people, but
after it was over most folks walked
out with a warm glow and proceeded
to get on with their lives.
After all, there were endless sum-
mer vacations to plan, and all of that
election stuff could wait until after

Labor Day. Unfortunately, that’s what
Republicans do: They work, they
worry about paying their bills, they
take care of the kids, and when they
get a chance to kick back and relax at
the lake, the mountains or at the
beach, they do it.
They are living, and loving, the
American Dream.
We finally started to see real en-
thusiasm in mid-September, and by
October we had a constant rush of
people coming to our headquarters to
volunteer, to donate or to get yard
signs — which the Romney campaign
was woefully late in supplying, by the
way.
The only problem was that by the
time our base got motivated, the
Democrats had a huge head start on
us; in fact, they had never stood down
after their 2008 victory. Much like
their candidate, Barack Obama, they
never got out of campaign mode, and
we tried to cram the entire process

into two months.
The Democrats had spent four
years laying the groundwork for re-
election, and we spent most of that
time grumbling about side issues and
trying to find the “perfect candidate,”
between vacations, of course.
In retrospect, it’s a wonder we
came as close as we did.
If we want to turn things around,
we need to try to emulate our oppo-
nents and get to work now. We need
to understand the difference between
strategy and tactics.
Our goal is clear: keep the House
and win the Senate in 2014 and take
the White House in 2016.
We should have a strategy in place
by spring to do that and then proceed
tactically to achieve it.
It’s not going to be easy, but this
time we might have one advantage.
With four more years of the Obama
economy, we won’t be able to afford
as many vacations.
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